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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Victoria Foundation announces $100,000 grant to the 
Greater Victoria Coalition to End Homelessness

Victoria, BC (December 18, 2008) – The Victoria Foundation announced today that it has granted $100,000 to the Greater Victoria Coalition to End Homelessness. The grant will support the collective efforts of the Coalition and enable it to develop and pilot a client tracking program and coordinated database. 
Victoria Foundation CEO Sandra Richardson says “Homelessness is a problem we can solve by working together as a community.  The status quo is not an option.”

The grant will also enable the Coalition to move forward on its critical deliverables, as identified in its broader strategic plan.

“The Victoria Foundation’s Vital Signs report identified homelessness, the lack of affordable housing, increased deaths from drug overdose and the widening gap between the rich and the poor as among the most significant problems in the Capital Region,” says Coalition Co-Chair Hon. Ted Hughes.  “We applaud the Victoria Foundation’s vision in providing funding to the Coalition directly, as well as to a number of Coalition partners, to address the crisis of homelessness in our community.”

The $100,000 grant will be directed to the Coalition’s goals of uniting and coordinating the efforts of government agencies, funders, service agencies and housing providers to ensure permanent housing, the delivery of comprehensive supports to the region's most vulnerable homeless residents, and to prevent homelessness in the future.

In addition to this substantial grant to the Coalition, the Foundation has also provided grants totaling more than $250,000 over the past year to the following organizations whose sole mission is to house and support our community’s most vulnerable population: Vancouver Island Addiction Recovery Society, the Cridge Centre for the Family, Victoria Cool Aid Society, the Salvation Army, the Mary Manning Centre, the Youth Empowerment Society, Pacifica Housing, and Our Place, as well as a grant to the Coalition.
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